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The clash between our forces and the
Filipinos came at the San Juan del Monte
bridge about S30 on Saturday night Feb
4 the first shots being fired by a sentry
of the Nebraska regiment The Xcbras
kans had originally been quartered in the
San Nicholas district near the Custom
House but there was so much sickness in
the regiment that it was decided to put it
under canvas iff the outskirts of the city
thedryseason having begun

Itscamp was pitched by the Santa
Mesa and to it was intrusted the duty of
defending the city along the approach by
the way of the San Juan del Monte road
the bighwayleading to tho city reservoir
and pumpingjstation

By this time there was no doubt what ¬

ever as to the exact lines of both armies
No American troops could cioss the Fili-
pino

¬

lines without knowing it nor could
Filipino troops cross ours without a delib- -

erate purpose of doing so For several
days prior to the attack our lines had been
encroached upon by small parties of Fili-
pinos

¬

and our men had been taunted by
them as cowards and told they were going

lip licked To these taunts no atten- -

tion was paid2 though the men were boil ¬

ing over with wrath and this wrath lent
vim to their work w hen the fighting finally
began

- On the night in question the American
sentinel observed a squad of Filipinos
crossing within the Ameiican lines and
ordered them to halt which they refused
to do Again he challenged without ef-

fect
¬

and then he fired his piece as under
all military regulations it was his duty to
do The fire was returned and he and
his companion fired again The Filipinos
retreated butnu a little while a heavy fire
was opened upon the Nebraska camp from
the Filipino lines which soon spread to
the right and left to other lines and the
battle was on

The rapidity with which the fire was
taken up and its volume showed that the
Filipinos were all ready for the fight and
were in their defenses in large numbers
and that they had general orders as to at-

tacking
¬

at all points The fact that
Aguinaldo was not immediately present
being in Malolos I believe and that some
ofTiis officers were in the city that night
has been cited to prove that the attack
wasnot planned but to my mind this only
proves that it was not intended to attack
that night Lack of discipline in the
Filipino army and the impatience and

cockiness of a local commander were
responsible for bringing on the fight one
night too soon The beginning of a gen-

eral
¬

fire by the Filipino line after this lit-

tle
¬

outpost firing and the rapidity with
which it was taken up by the entire line
and sustained quite a time before the
Americans began to reply to it shows the
Filipino intention to attack and their read-
iness

¬

for it The attack had become gen-

eral
¬

all around the east and north sides
of the city on the part of the Filipinos
before the Americans fired another shot
after the clash at the outpost As to who
was the attacking party there can be no
question The whole affair would have
been ended at the putpost so far as the
Americans were concerned It was the
Filipinos who converted it into a general
attack upon the city certainly not with ¬

out previous understanding and prepara-
tion

¬

EXCITING SCENES IN MANILA

The scenes of former alarms were re-
peated

¬

on this occasion and new and more
tragic ones added Men off duty rushed
out of the saloons and cafes or wherever
they happened to be and seized upon
whatever conveyance they could grasp to
take them back to quarters Officers
making evening calls cut them abruptly
short and rushed back to quarters to turn
out with their commands Civilians got
off tho street as quickly as possible and
locked their doors leaving the soldiers to
fight it out with the Katipunans who
were expected to rise all over the city
and begin a work of general slaughter
with their bolos according to the well
understood plan

The most excitement was at a small
circus where some trained horses were
being exhibited near San Sebastain
Church A soldier rushed through the
door and shouted that the Filipino army
was attacking the city At least half the
audience was composed of soldiers They
jumped to their feet and made a rah for
the entrance and that being immediately
congested they went under the canvas
in a style showing practice in boyhood
days In a few minutes regiments were
at their stations and any possibility of
the Filipinos capturing the city was at
an end

As for the uprising it failed to ma-
terialize

¬

chiefly for two reasons It was
not the night set for it but one night too
soon and the Filipinos had not the nerve
as individuals to begin the work There
were a few sporadic attempts in various
places but they all aborted The street
patrols took care of every person who made
his appearance upon the streets A few
shots were fired at them from windows
and some from the streets but without
effect

Several officers hastening out to their
commands were attacked and one of them
had to shoot two men who attempted to
take him out of his carriage The pre-
vious

¬

exhibitions the Americans had given
of their readiness and the rapidity with
which they could cover the city with
troops made an uprising practically impos ¬

sible on the part of such people as the
Filipinos who have no stomach for blows
Yet that one was planned there was ample
evidence

It was well known that men had been
enrolled in companies all over the city
and armed with bolos Servants of
friendly foreign residents had reported
tothem that they had been compelled to
join such companies under pain of death
from the Katipunans and this had been
reported to headquarters Later assem ¬

bly places of these organizations were
discovered and rosters captuied

the urmsiNG of fed 22
Other uprisings have been planned on

an elaborate scale since and have failed
for the same general reasons tho readi ¬

ness of the Americans for all emergencies
end the lack of nerve on the pait of the
plotters themselves The most elaborate
and the only one actually begun in car
nest was that of a little more than two
weeks later on the night of Feb 22 It
was planned at that time to set the city on
fire in several places for the Katipunans
to rise in the city and for the army to
take advantage of the confusion to make
an attack and capture the city The
written instructions which were captured
show that it was the plan to kill all for-
eigners

¬

of whatever nationality men
women and children but the plan was
not carried out Fires were set in numer-
ous

¬

places telegraph and electric light
wires were cut attacks were made upon
our police force in the Tondo district and
our men putting out the fires were shot
at by skulkers on roofs and in houses
but we put out the files and prevented a
general uprising with the net loss of per ¬

haps a score of natives killed by the
patrol for cutting hose and firing upon
our men and the next day drove tho armed
bands that had entered town beyond the
lines with a loss to them of about 100
more and to us of but one man Since
that wild night in whoc scenes I partici ¬

pated in the dual capacity of a fireman
and a target I have had no confidence
whatever in the possibility of a Filipino
uprising of any consequence They have
not the kind of courage necessary for it
THE OREGONS IN TIIE ATTACK OF TED 4

lhe Oregon Regiment was not called
nt the night of the attack upon the city

I Jl
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until about 1030 odock The men had
gone to bed at taps and all was quiet in
quarters Over in the Patilloncs where
the officers were quartered we had not
jet retired but were some of us at the
wiudows listening to the sounds of filing
that could be plainly hoaid oer in the
direction of the Santa Mesa when the
general alaim was sounded

Within the minutes from the first note
of the bugle the entire regiment was or¬

ganized and on the inarch to its posi ¬

tions My own battalion was stationed
at the outer wall beyond the south gate
it being the duty of our regiment to main-
tain

¬

older within the walled city and to
protect it fiom any attack from without
it being understood that it was specially
planned by the insurgents to gain pos ¬

session of the walled city There never
was any danger of this happening from
the first as the street patrol was capable
of handling any uprising and could be re ¬

inforced at a moments notice but we

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL ORDERED THEM HALT

threw one battalion upon the outer wall
and the other two into the Victoria
trenches making a display of force that
was overwhelming

iirom our somewhat elevated position
on the wall we had a good view of the
city on all sides and could near the
sounds of battle along the outskirts For
a time there was brisk firing indicating
several thousand guns in action then came
a lull for a little while and then heavy
firing broke out again and thus it contin-
ued

¬

till nearly morning We who had
listened to the Filipino night attacks upon
Manila lecoguized the sounds and joked
each other about it being the same old
thing The sound made by the Mauser
and Springfield arc so different that the
educated ear readily distinguishes them
and by careful listening we could tell that
the firing was being done almost exclusive-
ly

¬

by the insurgents
In our mind s eje we could pictuie them

lying snugly under the shelter of their
trenches and poking the muzzles of their
guns over the top and blazing away in the
general direction of Manila In this way
they poured several million Mauser bullets
into the city at random making it very
unpleasant for the lesidents of that por-
tion

¬

of the town within tno miles of the
Filipino lines chiefly natives and sympa-
thizers

¬

who cowered within the protection
of cement basements till morning To
this almost purposeless fire the Americans
made but little reply an occasional volley
being sent to show that they were alert
and ready for an attack There were but
few casualties on our side notwithstand-
ing

¬

the fact that we had no defenses or
breastworks Our men lay upon the
ground seeking such natural shelter as
could be found and waited for daylight
not caring to waste their ammunition in
the dark

The confidence of the Commanding
General in the ability of his army to re-
pulse

¬

a Filipino attack without defenses
was justified by the outcome of this af-
fair

¬

This confidence was shared by the
entire army as was illustrated only a few
days before by n little incident Several
of us were visiting the outposts out of
mere curiosity to see how the land lay
since we expected them to be attacked
any day or night and in our rounds
came to a Montana post on the load lead
ing to the Chinese Cemetery and the La
Lorn a Church Here we found a post
on the open road with level country
around it in a most exposed position
while an attacking party a few hundred
yards away would be able to find splendid
shelter An Irish Corporal was in charge
of the post and we asked him if he ex
pected the rilipinos would try to get into
the city by this road He replied

They may try bor but theyll not get
in If they try to get in here sor theyre
all dead

lie was a good prophet for at that
point there was some of the hottest fight-
ing

¬

of the next day when the Montanas
and Pennsylvanias after lying under fire
all night advanced with the Utah Bat-
tery

¬

and captured the cemetery church
blockhouse and intrenchments that de-
fended

¬

by an enemy that could withstand
a charge would have proved impregnable

CO 01EIIATION THE NAVY r
One of the preparations that had been

made was an agreement with the navy for
co operation Deweys fleet was sta-
tioned

¬

at Cavitc seven miles across the
bay from Manila where the Admiral re-
mained

¬

on board his ship and seldom vis-
ited

¬

the city A few days before the
outbreak a picket ship the Buffalo I
believe was stationed opposite the line
of Filipino intrenchments south of Malatc
for the purpose of shelling them from the
flank in case they made an attack upon
the city Another ship took similar po-

sition
¬

along the north line and another
near the mouth of the river

About midnight while the guns of the
Filipinos were keeping up an incessant
rattle we observed great shafts of light
projected against the sky from the seaich
light of the vessel at the mouth of the
river and soon we saw a similar beam
come up from the horizon in the direction
of Cavite and cross the former in the
sky These two shafts made wide sweeps
to the right and left almost continuously
for half an hour and then disappeared
It was the commander of the ship signal-
ing

¬

to Dewey information of the Filipino
attack upon the city and the search light
of tho Olympia sending back orders for
the guard ships to co operate in the counter--

attack Gen Otis had decided upon at
daylight

About 1230 the firing had died oat and
our regiment was sent back quarters
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bnt about 2 oclock broke out fiercely
again this time onvthe south and south-
east

¬

which had not before been engaged
Apparently orders had been sent the Fili-
pino

¬

commanders on that fiont to join in
the attack On that portion of the line
the Americans had not fired a gun until
this heavy fire was opened upon them
but they then replied to it with spirit for
a few minutes until they had checked any
disposition to advance and then lay quiet
until daylight

This sudden outburst again brought out
the Oregon regiment after the men had
a second time gone to bed and then we
remained in our position on the wall until
breakfast the next morning The night
had tinned cold as it alivujs does dining
the dry season after midnight and hav ¬

ing no covering of any kind the men weie
not entirely comfortable as they stretched
themselves out upon the ground to get
what sleep they could for we expected to
be busy the following day As for my-

self
¬

I had alieady learned a little wis ¬

dom and I sought a cement gnu founda-
tion

¬

upon which to lie I had discovered
that stone heated under the hot raj s of
the sun retains its waimth much longer
than the earth and that such a stone bed
though harder is warmer than the giound
Of course this rule is reversed when the
stone is in shadow and has not stored up
heat from the ardent sun

The attack died out just before day-
light

¬

according to Filipino custom and
no doubt there was great jubilation in the
insurgent camp at the great battle they
had fought to the great demoralization
of the Americans who had not been able
to fight back They probably expected

TO

OF

to

to do the same thing the next night- - and
the next till the Americans either aban ¬

doned the city or surrendered or were so
badly beaten that tho Filipinos could en-

ter
¬

and work their sweet will They
doubtless judged the Americans by the
Spaniards That was the way they had
done when attacking the city before as
I have fully explained and as they had
thousands in this battle where they had
used hundreds before they must havo
felt correspondingly elated How much
that was I was in a position to imagine
from having heard their boasts about the
terrible slaughter they were making among
the Spaniards at the time nobody was be ¬

ing hurt on cither side But before two
hours had passed after the sun made its
appearance on the scene they had their
ej es opened to the diffeience between
Spaniaids and Americans or as one of
the men put it they had discovered that
theie was a new coon in town

CAPTUHE OI FILIPINO INTnCNCHMENTS

Soon after daybreak the men having
been served with coffee and hardtack or-
ders

¬

to advance weie given for the pur¬

pose of capturing the-- line of Filipino
iutieuchnieiits and blockhouses and to os
tablish again the defenses of the city at
the strategical points formeily held by
the Spaniards outside the city limits
The nature of the advance can best be
understood after a brief description of the
topogiaphy

Manila stands on low ground on the
very shore of the bay and tidal swamps
and inlets penetrate the country around it
and run into the city itself Much of the
outskirts is swamp the highways leading
out of the city running along little ridges
of higher ground much like the spokes of
a wheel Ground not quite so low was
cut up into rice fields some of which were
dyked heavily along their edges and these
djkes crowned with fringes of trees
Other rice fields were broad and open and
margined at the further side with trees
and heie and there among these trees
was a Filipino trench This was the
general condition to the south and east

To the northeast the- - ground rose more
quickly and there the Filipinos had
trenches blockhouses stone walls and
natural ravines for defenses

On the north side near the bay where
the Kansas regiment fought was again a
succession of swamps and ridges of tim-
ber

¬

most difficult ground to operate over
and splendidly adapted to defense

Tho advance was first taken up on the
south and southeast inthe Iaco district
where the Washingtons Idahos and Cali
foruias were and was soon participated in
by the 14th Inf and 3d Art from the
Malate line which advanced in the direc-
tion

¬

of Singalon and captured in succes ¬

sion dyke after dyke and trench after
trench

Later the Wyoming battalion the two
Dakota regiments the Colorados Nehras
kas Pennsj Ivanias Montanas and Kan
sans did their share of the work on the
east and north lines the Utah and the
Cth Ait batteries being stationed at va-
rious

¬

places in the line
Tho Minncsotas Oregons and 23d Inf

were doing provost duty in the city pie
venting an uprising The only regiment
at that time unassigned was the Ten
ncssees and in the morning this regiment
was ordered to reinforce the south line
Just as it reached its position and was
deploying for the advance Col Smith its
commander fell dead from heart failure
He was a gallant old soldier and his dealh
was as much deplored and as honorable
as though it had been caused by one of the
many bullets that were already whistling
around him

I shall make no attempt to describe the
fighting In detail Indeed I could not be-
cause

¬

I did not see it being most of the
time engaged in the performance of duties
that turned out to be fax less dangerous
than bad been expected owing to the fail-
ure

¬

of the uprising to materialize Jjist
after daylight the ships began to shell the
insurgent intrenchments the general lo-
cation

¬

of which was known The Buffalo
lay about four miles south of us and I
watched her through my glass A puff
of smoke would arise from her side fol ¬

lowed a little later by a heavy boom aud
a few minutes later far over in the woods
and out of sight another boom would an-
nounce

¬

the bursting of the eight inch shell
several miles inland It not known
that this shelling of the general Filipino
position created much mortality among theinsurgents but it had a most demoralizing
effect upon them and doubtless contrib-
uted

¬

to their heaviness of heart and light-
ness

¬
of foot when the soldiers charged

them a little later Still I have seen
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them abando heavy trenches and flee
with equal haste when there was not a
cannon within a dozen mihs

AMKRICAN METHODS

At first the Americans had to wade
across creeksuand sloughs in mud and
water tip to Jtheir waists and in places
to their necks holding their rifles and
belts over theinheads to keep them dry
while the Filipinos poured in a heavy
fire upon them When the lines reached
higher ground Itbey advanced steadily
across the ric fields toward tho insurgent
trenches and when within proper distance
the charge wascsouuded they swept for-
ward

¬

with yells land cheers
Up to this time the enemy had not ab-

sorbed
¬

the idta that the Americans were
actually going to charge right up
to them in the face of their fire
This was something new in war to
them They had never done such
a thing nor hacVvthc Spaniards It
was a surprise to them and we heard
afterwards that some of the officers de-

clared
¬

it was not fair It certainly was
not polite but in action the American sol-

dier
¬

is apt to overlook some of the finer
amenities of social life The consequence
was that- - before the insurgents fully
realized the situation ouc men were among
them with- - tile bayonet Though they
had just as good bayonets and outnumber¬

ed the attacking party they made no at-

tempt
¬

to iue them seriously It was a
style of fighting fon which they hail no
stomach and to which they were instinc-
tively

¬

opposed Nor did they surrender
They simply scattered like quail and
sought safety in flight with the result
that bullet and bayonet were kept at
work among them i Ilad they thrown
down their -- aruis and asked for quarter
or offered to surrender there would not
huve beeil iso nianyof them killed but
so loug as an ienemy retains his arms
whether running or fighting he is still a
combatant and must be treated as such

One of the Filipino styles of fighting is
to play possum and then shoot or bolo
an enemy when he is passing or has just
passed This was tried with the result
that many thus on the ground were bay ¬

oneted or shot and this is what led to the
reports that the Americans killed tne
wounded and took no prisoners It is
impossible when ani enemy has weapons
in his hands and shows a disposition to
use them to stop to inquire whether or not
he is wounded No doubt many wounded
were killed in this way possibly some who
had no intention of fighting further Bnt
men who have seen their comrades killed
or wounded by men lying on the ground
cannot stop to make nice distinctions in
the heat of battle The experiences of
this battle were related through the entire
army and soldiers were heard to say that
they would take no chances with a man
on the ground A man in my own com ¬

pany a few weeks later had a toe shot
off by a wounded man lying on the
ground and might have been killed had
not a comrade knocked the Filipino on the
head with his gun just as he was in the
act of shooting -

AN ABSURD REPORT

Following upon this gossip in the army
came the story that verbal and unofficial
orders had been issued not to take any
prisoners and I have no doubt a great
many soldiers believed such orders had
been issued absurd as the idea was and
soldiers actually wrote home that there
were such orient This story was seized
upon by the MitHcxpansionists ever eager
to find sometbingrdisereditable they might
say about the army and a great howl was
made about the baibarity and inhumanity
or the American soldiers in spite of the
well known factlthat the Americans are
the most humane and considerate of the
feelings of as conquered enemy of any
soldiers in the world

It seems torptease the bent of mind of
a certain class of Americans to believe
and assert whatever slanders mendacity
or- - ignorant gnpsip may create about their
own countrymenj and particularly about
those who had thecourage and patriotism
to volnnteertto fight their countrys bat- -
tics Wo aretexperienerng now a contin- -
uation of the same assertion and belief
in the barbarity of the soldiers in the
stories about tortures and the water
cure It is true that individual soldiers
have been guilty of barbarities as indi-
viduals

¬

have in every war the sun has
shone upon and that even the water
cine has been administered by them a
form of punishment learned from the Fili
piuos themselves and new to Americans
but it is not true that this was the result
of orders or army policy or that approval
has ever been given to it On the con-
trary

¬

orders have been very strict against
it and the utmost kindness of treatment
has been enjoined while many men have
been punished severely and some sentenced
to lose their lives when caught and con ¬

victed of such work
The one specific incident cited oc-

curred
¬

if it did at all four days later
at the battle of Calocoan Lieut Col
Metcalf of the Kansas legiment was ac¬

cused of having ordered two prisoners
shot aud this accusation has since been
levived against him to serve political pur-
poses

¬

It was originally based upon a
private letter written by one of the Kan ¬

sas men saying that he and a companion
had shot two prisoners by order of an
officer because they did not want to be
bothered with them

Since coming home this man has made
an affidavit that Col Metcalf ordered him
and another man to take the two prisoners
to the rear and that wanting to join in
a charge about to be made they shot them
without any orders or knowledge on the
part of Metcalf This may be true or may
not They may not have been killed at all
One thing is quite certain to the minds of
those who know Metcalf or the regula-
tions

¬

and how they are observed that he
never ordered them killed He could not
even be expected to bother his head about
them further or inquire what had become
of them He was busy with other things
Having sent them back to the provost
guard that was the end of the matter
for him

Nothing is more certain than that there
was not then and never has been any
policy of killing prisoners or wounded or
of torture nor any toleration of it on the
part of the army authorities in the Philip-
pines

¬

I served through the entire cam-
paign

¬

following the outbreak of the war
and know the spirit of the army both
men and officers and I know that every
deed that was worthy of condemnation
was individual and sporadic One can
scarcely treat with patience the slanders
of these un American Americans who in
public speech in the press and even on
the floDr of Congress give them voice and
currency I hnvo leferred to this matter
at length herebecause the incidents which
led to the gossip in the at my upon which
these charges were originally founded oc-
curred

¬

in thisfirst battle
FIGnTINOWN TRONT OF MALATE

The phae of fighting just described oc-

curred
¬

bet wee Paco and Santa Ana In
fiont or Malate the troops diove the
enemy fiom one rice dyke defense to an ¬

other Evciyiitime they came into view
they were fired npon from concealed posi-
tions

¬

and maakfid trenches the smokeless
powder of theMausers rendering it impos
sible to tell jflsfc where the volleys came
from This was true generally in all
parts of the field On the contrary the
smoke from dicJSpriugficlds revealed the
American position ei en when occasionally
sheltered by the woods Another bad
quality of the smoke was its obscuring
the vision and preventing the Americans
taking the careful aim at individuals which
is necessary in modern waifire and
which explains much of the success of
the Americans in the Philippines and
the Boers in Africa

Military men have come to know that it
is not tho preponderance of fire we used
to hear so much about but the preponder-
ance

¬

of hits which determines battles
With the modern smokeless long range
military rifle it is the marksman who does
th i practical work No man can be a
marksman when he is enveloped in a cloud
of biuoke as were the volunteers who were
using the black powder and burning in ¬

cense to the criminal stupidity of the War
Department As for the enemy the
smoke made no difference to them Not
being maiksmen and not firinir nt nnr men
individually all they had to do was to
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keep on firing at our smoke for our men
were certain to be in it

Tho Americans pushed the Filipinos
back as far as they cared to do or more
properly speaking as far as Gen Otis
cared for the men themselves were eager
to pursue and would have driven them
20 miles as easily as they did one The
most progress was made along the south
side of the Pasig where Kings Brigade
of Andersons Division drove them nbout
seven miles and captured Santa Ana and
San Pedro Mncati It was gosip that
this move was insisted upon by Gen An-

derson
¬

who told Gen Otis that he must
advance his lines to a better defensive po-
sition

¬

or else this much offensive woik
would not have been undertaken but I
havo already expressed my opinion of the
reliability of army gossip Subordinates
do not know very much about the plans
and purposes of their superiors but they
are prone to think they do and discuss
them
ROUNDING UP I IIIPINO BUSHWHACKERS

During the day my battalion was sent
down to the Iaco Cemetery to clear out
the bushwhickirs who were tiring upon
the ambuluues and the persons going to
and from the front These bushwiiackeis
fired fiom the shelter of the swamps and
from the windows of houses or from little
trenches made beneath the houses and
screened bj banana leaves and bamboo
branches Smokeless powder made this
sort of work easy and made it difficult
for us to rtiscoter them The ambulances
were continually fired upon and there
were seveial casualties among the wound ¬

ed being biought in from the front by
the bullets of these bushwhackers They
had a special range on the Paco bridge
andit was dangeious to cioss that tnic-tureeven

after therenl fightingIiad pro ¬

gressed seveial miles-- fiom that point
These ambulances thus assaulted contain
ed Filipino wounded as well as Americans
for several hundred wounded natives weie
brought to the hospital fiom the field and
carol for the same as our own men this
fact of itself being sufficient disproof of
the slander that no prisoneis were taken
and the wounded killed

Perhaps the greatest piece of savagery
of this kind was pcrpctintcd at the hos ¬

pital in Irmita Some concealed sharp-
shooter made the hospital hisspecial tar-
get

¬

A soldier standing at the window
was killed in tliis way pinany a squau
was sent outto see if the shooter could
not be located and he was discovered
perched iu a tree sevpial hundred yaid
distant smokeless powder having pro-

tected
¬

him from discovery sooner A
shot or two brought him down and then
it was seen that he was a man who had
until a few days before been the driver of
the hospital cairiage He was bombard ¬

ing the very hospital that had emplojed
him The lack of all sense of gratitude
or obligation which all students of the Fili-
pino

¬

character agiee is their chief defect
was well illustrated in this case as well
as the innate savagery that prompted him
to fire upon a hospital and his compan ¬

ions to siioot into ambulances
In clearing out tlte bushwhackers it is

possible that our men fucd upon natives
not engaged iu that business It was im-

possible
¬

to tell tin difference between a
mm- - in wliifr flntlins wlin was a bush- -

whacker arid one who was not provided
tne iormcr nau secreted ins gwi iteiy
man out in the swamp and acting suspi ¬

ciously was treated as a bushwhacker
Finally we made a round up of all the
men in that district and sent them to
town as prisoners and in this way the
shooting was practically stopped

During all this time spent balls from the
fiont continued to drop into the street
around us and go clattering through the
bamboo sides of the houses showing by
their travel of some two miles that excited
natives had pointed their guns pretty high
into the air when they pulled the trig-
gers

¬

We knew that this meant that they
were lying down behind some protection
and shooting without looking As the
ambulances drove by us the drivers would
hold up their fingers to let us know how
many wounded men they contained while
men wounded in the arm or elsewhere
slightly continually passed us on foot on
their way to the hospital each man hav-
ing

¬

been given first attention at the field
hospital and bearing his diagnosis tag tied
to his clothing This was a system of dis-

crimination
¬

whici laved many lives The
Suigeon in the held made a hasty exam ¬

ination of the wound and then a card was
filled out with the nature of the wound
and all the information possible to procure
on the spot about the mans name regi-
ment

¬

and company The card hearing
this was fastened to his clothing after the
wound had been dressed preliminarily
and the ambulince picked him up as soon
as possible and took him to the hospital
The color of the card told whether the
man required immtdiate attention or not
and so as fast as an ambulance load was
received there was no delay in picking
out the cases requiring the most prompt
attention while the identity of the man
was quickly established and an approxi-
mately

¬

coriect report could be made at
once

The men who straggled past us some
wounded and otheis on various errands
gave us disjointed accounts of what was
going on at the front Possibly the most
accurate and succinct account of the con-
dition

¬

of alTlii was given by a red headed
private of the Washington regiment about
whose head was tied a bandage whose
blood stains matched the color of his hair
To the query of What aie you fellers
doin to em out there fired at him by
one of our men ho replied

Nothing much Weve chased them
seven miles otii into the country and I
guess theyie running yet

On the following day the Nebraskas and
a battalion each of the Oregons and Ten-
nessees

¬

made a dash for the water works
at Santolan and captured them and estab-
lished

¬

posts protecting the entire pipe line
to the city a distance of about 12 miles
A hasty attempt had been made to render
the engines useless by lemoving some of
the parts but after a search these were
discovered and iu a few hours the woiks
were performing their usual functions

Four days later the Montanas Kansans
Utah battery and the battalion of the 3d
Art pushed the north line further out
and captured Caloocaii Then the lines
were established from Caloocan to the
Santolan ivater works and thence back
and south by the way of San Pedro Ma
cati to Malate a total distance of nbout
25 miles Then Gen Otis ceased all of-
fensive

¬

operations for six weeks waiting
for reinforcements and permitting the in-

surgents
¬

to recover from their defeat and
demoralization get their army together
again construct new and formidable in
trenehments and make our next advance a
costly one Of course I recognize the fact
that the army was not ready for a cam ¬

paign but it should have been ready
since it had bceqamorally certain for at
least two months ihat a campaign would
have to be made There was no trans
portation provided and the few field guns
we had were being pulled about with
ropes We had neither horses mules nor
wagons All the prepaiation that had
been made was for defense merely We
were not prepared to take the field The
Quartermasters Department requisitioned
every horse and cart that could be found
in the city not excepting some fine race
horses aud the trained animals of the
circus but this hasty equipment was not
enough Carabao too had to be pro-
cured

¬

for the ox carts which were to
prove our main reliance for transporting
commissaries and ammunition

nad we possessed transportation it has
always seemed clear to me that we pos ¬

sessed troops enough to have continued
our advance completed the work of
smashing and scattering the Filipino array
and capturing the capital of Malolos
which was so easily done two months later
under far more difficult conditions

UNNECESSARY DELAT
I have always believed that an exag¬

gerated idea was held at headquarters of
the number of men necessary for the
protection of Manila I do not believe
there ever was a time after the first day
when three regiments could not have made
the city absolutely secure against outside
attack and uprising from within It was
demonstrated absolutely on that occasion
as it had been before to those of us who
made n study of the subject that the
Filipinos are not often offensive fighters

h W Jj

If with all their preparation with their
large force with their confidence in them ¬

selves their contempt for us and their
ignorance of our style of fighting they
did not make a single serious advance or
determined effort to enter the city and
gave way at all points before the assaults
of the Americans the next day if then
at the very apex of their military potency
and confidence they could not assume a
genuine offensive how could they ever
be expected to do so at any other time
In fact they never did Beyond a few
night attacks of a minor nature the way-
laying

¬

of detachments and the ambushing
of scouting parties they have never as¬

sumed the offensive and nt no time have
they demonstrated the capacity for as
cIllbling and handling a large force of¬

fensively They have neither the discip ¬

line nor the cohesive power necessary for
offensive warfare against a vigorous and
active enemy There was then no neces ¬

sity for such strong defense of the city
nml this lemaining on the defensive for
lciiiforc emuits except as it was the result
of lack of preparation for the campaign
and an undue fear for the safety of the
city and an exaggerated opinion of the of ¬

fensive capabilities of the Filipinos
The inability ofthe Filipino to make a

determined aj snult or to stand up against
one is racial and instinctive and i the
u snlt of heudity For generations un ¬

known his ancestors were jungle lighters
where smprisp stealth ticachcry and
ability to dclher a blow and get away
unhurt were the qualifications of a suc ¬

cessful warrior He stole up behind his
victim and struck him with a poisoned
dart from a blow gun he shot an arrow
into him from some perch behind the
screen of leaves of a large tree or he
laid in wait by a trail and slashed him
jvith a knife or pierced him with a spear
as he i nssed He built pitfalls for him
in the tiaiN with sharpened takes nt the
bottom Having delivered a secret
tieicherous blow he made haste to get
away befoie he could be discovered oi a
blow stiuck in return No wonder then
that the Filipino of to day is not an of¬

fensive lighter nor -- a sturdy taker of
blows on the defensive that his tactics are
those of small forajs by night of ambush
of small patties of the quickly delivered
blow and the hasty run for shelter that
he cannot fight in large combinations and
that iu the moment of peril when he
should stand shoulder to shoulder with
his fellows he seeks his individual safety
in flight How diffeicnt this from the
fighting customs and instincts the Ameri ¬

can has inherited from his Saxon Jute
Dane Nonnm and Teuton ancestors
those sturdy land unyielding givers and
takcis of blows

This instfnet of hiding and delivering
blows fiom positions of safety fully ac-
count

¬

for the fact that lazv and averse to
woik as he is the Filipino will work a
gieat deil harder throwing up intrench¬

ments than the American The American
sohlieris satisfied with any old thing
in the way of jntienchincnts any mound
of diif tliit will siny ii bullet and he does
not eaie to have it mote than breast high
for he wants to see over it to shoot Not
so the Filipino He wants it wide and
high and is willing to do the work neces-
sary

¬

The insurgent trenches were monu-
ments

¬

to the industry and skill as well as
to the timidity which made them build
them as they did One captured at Ma
lalioh by the Oregon regnment may be
taken as typical of the best of them It
was eight feet high and 15 feet thick at
the base taperingtowards the crest being
proof against shells from our field pieces
A dirt cover supported on bamboo mat-
ting

¬

and posts extended over the heads
of the defenders thus protecting them
from shells and shrapnel bursting over-
head

¬

About three feet below the top
tho trench was pierced with portholes
made by laying blocks of stone in such
a way as to make a little tunnel through
which the guns could be thrust for firing
It was a fort rather than a breastwork
As we advanced upon this formidable
defense the Filipinos poured a storm of
bullets in our direction but not into us
Many of them came among ijs as our list
of dead and wounded shows but most of
them went wild and far over our heads
Had marksmen been behind such defenses
not a man of ns would have lived to reach
them The German Consul visited the
battlefield the next day and when he saw
the captured trenches and the wide open
field we had to cross to reach them and
was told that they had been captured by
an assault of infantry without the aid of
artillery he expressed his astonishment
and said it was impossible When also
informed that it was volunteers and not
rcgulais who had done the work he was
still more surprised as a volunteer in the
European mind is a new lecruit untrained
and undisciplined while these volunteers
had received practically the training and
discipline of regulats and had heaid bul-
lets

¬

whistle before What made the feat
possible was the care the Filipinos took
of their individual safety They never
put their faces jn front of the portholes
to take aim but standing to one side they
thrust out the gun and pulled the trigger
letting the bullet wander into space at its
own sweet will Otherwise we would
have all been dead as the Montana Cor-
poral

¬

said the Filipinos would be if they
attempted to enter the city where his regi ¬

ment was stationed
One more feature of this battle around

Manila I must mention because it is so lit-

tle
¬

understood We who were fighting
witli inferior weapons were much amused
by cartoons we saw in papers that came
over to us picturing the American soldier
with a gatling gun and the Filipino soldier
with a bow and arrow This makes it
necessary to relate the sad story of the
poor Igarrotes who came down to help
drive the Americans into the sea with ar-
rows

¬

and spears Aguinaldo had suc-
ceeded

¬

in making these people believe that
an army of barbarians had lauded on the
island and was going to enslave all the
inhabitants unless driven away He had
been caieful not to let them know who
tho Americans were how they were arm ¬

ed and how they fought Indeed about
the latter he did not know himself till
afterwards The Igarrotes it must be
explained are a primitive race of people
living in the mountains north of Manila
and arc believed to be descendants of some
Chinese pirates of several centuries ago
intermingled with the Nigitos or primi-
tive

¬

black race which inhabited Luzon
Island before the Malays took possession
of it They are small of stature go al-
most

¬

naked and as weapons have bows
arrows and spears Thus arrayed for bat-
tle

¬

with their skin or wooden shields they
reported to Aguinaldo about 500 strong
about a week before the trouble began I
saw a copy of the Heraldo de Revolticion
the insurgent paper a day or two before
the outbreak telling of the arrival of their
brave allies fiom the mountains and that
EI Piesidcnte Aguinaldo would honor
them by giving them a place in the foie
front of the battle As this was printed
several days before the attack it shows
that the Filipinos intended soon to make
the assault They weie thus honoied
being I believe in fiont of the Montana
regiment and Utah battery Many were
killed and many wounded among the lat-
ter

¬

being their Chief He wis brought to
the hospital and when he was cured was
discharged going back to his mountain
home vowing vengeance upon Aguin ¬

aldo for deceiving him That was
the last of the fighting

As for the blow guns something has
been said nbout they were never used
in battle A good pair of lungs can
project the dart about 100 feet They
were found quite often in Filipino houses
in the country wheie they aie used
for killing chickens because of their
habit of taking refuge in the clumps
of thorny bamboo These guns weie but
bamboo or wooden tubes about 10 feet
long Quite a number were brought home
and if with them has come any story of
being captured in battle that story should
be accompanied by a question mark I
brought one home myself which I found
at a house in San Isidrom far in the
interior but some person kindly lelieved
me of it while I was in muster out camp
at the Presidio If the person who took
it is telling a tale of war connected with
its capture he is probably telling as much
truth as similar tales of other blowguns
that may happen to be found in a collec-
tion

¬

of Filipino curios and war relics
To be continued
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THE OKGAN CRINDEE

BY EUGEXE F WAKE
Im Ignorant of music but still In spite of

that
I always drop a quarter In an organ grlndera

hat
I welcome on the pavement that old famil-

iar
¬

noise
Around which gaily gather all the little girls

and boys
While solemn sad and hungry stands a

turnlng at the crank
A nobeman from Europe of attenuated rank

The nobleman looks sad bnt gives with or¬

ganise glee
A ballad of old Ireland the jewel of the

sea
The most distracted country that we have

ever seen
Theyre haugin men and women there for

wearln of the greoa
For wearln of the green for wearln of the

green
Thevre hangln men and women there for

wearln of the green

And then I think of those who went
off with me

Who claimed a home in Ireland the jewel
of the sea

My comrades and my messmates none brav ¬

er or more true
Holding aloft the Stars and Stripes

of the bine
Alas far down In Diile their many graves

are seen
Beneath the grassy hillocks they are wear¬

ing of the green

Immortal little Island No other land or
clime

Has placed more deathless heroes in the
Pantheon of time

Anon the noble Roman brings his music to a
halt

There seems an Indication of a neighboring
revolt

He takes a change of venue of about a dozen
feet

And enfilades the windows that are fronting
on the street

Around him whirl the girls and boys with
animated glee

Once more he grinds I recognize Der
Diietteuer Companle

Der Deutseher companie Ish her beshtest
compauie

The miidc bears me backward to the year
of 63

I saw a German regiment step out from onr
brigade

It marched across a meadow where a hun¬

dred cannon played
Its bugles hurled defiance as it skirmished

up a slope
Amid a fire that gave no man a promise

of a hope

They fell like wheat they came not back at
night no bugles played

There was no German regiment attached to
our brigade

The world has seen thy valor O land of
song and vine

Since Hermann plucked the eagles from the
ramparts of the Ithine

Down valors lustrous colonnade is seen the
marble throng

Thy warriors and thy scholars O land of
vine and song

About this time the nobleman Is asked to
take a rest

The fires of Indignation light up his Romul--
Utic breast

He stops the crank he gazes up defiantly
yet mute

While from the second story there proceeds
an ancient boot

With steady gaze he watches It and like a
man of nerve

He accurately calculates Its hyperbolic curve

He dodges It he marches on but soon this
man of Home

Begins again to torn the crank Johnny
comes marching home

When Johnny comes marching home again
hurrah hurrah

The women will sing the men will
shout

The boys and girls will all turn out
Well all be gay when Johnny comes

marching home

And then I think of those again who went
with me to war

They knew where they were going and what
thev were there for

They felt that there was little left of present
or of past

Of hope of home of future if the die were
wrongly cast

Fires smouldered at the fireside when the
Xation called To arms

My comrades left the forests the foundries
the farms

They fought the Nations battles on the land
and on the sea

Alas ila no millionaire to war went oft
with me

The merit of the country marched aud filled
the Inlon ranks

The money of the country marched and
llllod the English banks

At last when all was over and Johnny
ceased to roam

He came with bugles playing the specie
sneaked back home

O outcast organ grinder thy simple ballads
start

The fieuzy of the cyclone through the high ¬

lands of my heart
Some sneer thy ragged music becans to

them there comes
No bawling of the bugles no raving of the

drums
They hear no boots and saddles sounding

In the midnight chill
They hear no angry cannon thunder up tlM

rocky hill
They hear no canteens rattle they see as

muskets shine
As ranks sweep by in double quick to braes

the skirmish line
Go play thy simple music O friendless sport

of fate
The ballads of the people are the bulwarks

of the State
The bugles that hang dreaming now liM

bats upon the wall
Remember well those choruses which rose

above the call
And in unconscious musings those battered

bugles see
The glories of the future in the centuries ta

iFi
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